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Your Excellency Ambassador-Designate of the Slovak Republic and Mrs. Peter 

Hulényi, 

 

Distinguished Ambassadors and Members of the Diplomatic Missions in Israel, 

Honored Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am pleased and honored to represent the Government and the People of Israel and 

congratulate the Slovak Republic on the occasion of its National Day. 

 

We are now celebrating 22 years of diplomatic relations between Israel and Slovakia. 

During this time, Slovakia has proven to be one of the friendliest countries to Israel 

in Europe. Trade between our two nations currently stands at $200 million, and we 

are now working together to improve the balance by signing and implementing an 

R&D agreement and establishing an Innovation Forum. 

 

Anybody going to or from Jerusalem on road nr. 1 will surely notice the huge 

investment in upgrading our highway system. Slovakia is currently developing its 

own transportation infrastructures, particularly roads, at an accelerated pace. We 

hope that Israeli companies will also be able to contribute to this effort and we 

would be delighted to respond to any request coming from Slovakia regarding these 

or any other issues. 

 

The good relations between our two countries are also reflected in the high-level 

official and political visits. The Speaker of the National Council of the Slovak Republic 

Pavol Paška, together with the former Minister of Health Zuzana Zvolenská in the 

summer of 2014 Foreign Minister Miroslav Lajčák visited in November 2014, Deputy 

Minister of Defense Milan Koterec  in June 2015, and we look forward to others. 

 

Official Israeli trips to Slovakia included visits by the then Minister of Defense Ehud 

Barak, Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman in 2012, and this coming October, Speaker 

of the Knesset Edelstein will be visiting Bratislava. 

 

In addition to political visits, there are also ongoing professional visits between our 

two governments, including officials from different Ministries academics, people 

from the arts and sciences, as well as journalists. In particular, I would like to 

mention the visit by the Director General of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 

March 2015 and the visit to Israel of the Slovak Political Director General as 

President of the Visegrad Group this past June. 
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Next year, Slovakia will assume the Presidency of the European Union, and we are 

certain that like the good cooperation demonstrated at the bilateral level, we will 

see the same approach at the multilateral level under Slovakia's leadership. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity to thank the outgoing Ambassador, Radoslav Javorcik 

for his efforts and contribution to the good relationship between our countries, and 

to wish the Ambassador-Designate Peter Hulényi much success in his new post. 

 

Mr. Ambassador, please convey our heartfelt congratulations to your government 

and to the Slovak People on the occasion of your National Day. May the Slovak 

Republic enjoy peace and prosperity, and may the ties of friendship between 

Slovakia and Israel become ever stronger in the years ahead. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


